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8] Some Notes on the Invention of Spectacles and the

History of Spectacles in India between
A. D. 1500 and 1800.

BY
P. K. GODE, M. A.
Curator,

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona 4.

’

Recently a friend of mine, who is interested in the
cultural history of India, pressed me to write an article
on the introduction of spectacles into India, I promised
him to study this problem with a view to clearing up
-some wild notions about this problem which prevail even
among learned men in this country, some of whom
believe that our ancestors used some sort of spectacles
to get over the deficiencies of eye-sight. In my search
for facts bearing on the history of spectacles in Indial
began to study their history in foreign sources to enable
me to give the proper historical perspective to the sub-
ject of my study as the use of spectacles is now current
in all civilized nations of today. The reading habit of
the average educated man in these nations has received
added benefit from the use of spectacles, and last but
Tot least the use of spectacles has enriched the eye-
specialists, no less than their brothers viz, the manufac~
turers of spectacles and the sellers of spectacles. In "spite
of the acknowledged benefit from the use of spectacles, a
poor man in this country tries to postpone his visit to the
eye~specialist and the optician as”long as possible, as he

cannot afford to pay their heavy’ charges. This is a sorry
spectacle mdeed !

Let me now begin my narration about the hl:tOI‘y of
spectacles in general and of their history in India in parti~
cular :—

”



W aEndE S -

(1) In the Shorter Oxford English Distionary
(p. 1962) the word * Spectacle” is explained to
mean “ A device for assisting defective eye-sight
or for protecting the eyes from dust, light, etc.
consisting of two glass lenses set ina frame
which is supported on the nose and frequently
kept in place by ‘legs’ passing over the ears.”

The usages of this word and its derivations as recorded.

in this Dictionary are as follows :—
A. D. 1640—* Reading much, yet never used spect-
acles or other help.
" 1 this evening did buy me a pair of green spect-
acles.”—Pepys L
A. D, 1607— Spectacled "~-Provided with or wear--
ing Spectacles.
It would appear from the above references that the
use of spectacles had become current in England some time

before A. D. 1600,

(2) Inthe Supplementary Calendar of Documents iw
the India Office (A, D. 1600—1640) by Sir William Foster,
London, 1928, we find many documents which specify the
goods imported by the East India Company into India since
the grant of the charter to the Company by Queen Elizabeth
on 315t December 1600, From Document No. 259 dated

1 In the Reader’s Hand-book by B, C. Brewer, London, 1911
p. 824, we get the following note on  Pepys’s Diary :—

“Pepys died in 1703, but his Diary was not pnblished till 1¥25.
It is in short-hand, and is a record of his personal doings and saying?
from January 1600 to day 1679.”

Brewer in his Dictionary of Phrass and Fable ( London, 1912)
rofers to s device of Thackeray in drawings made by him ( p. 1165
In Punch, Vol. XX No. 495, p. 8 is a butcher’s bhoy chalking vp
«“No Popery™ and the fray forms a pair of Spectacles, showing it wa>
designed by Thackeray,
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23rd February 1616 we learn that William Biddulph was
appointed by the Company to be the Chief of their factories
at Agra and Ajmer. Ajmere was seat of the court at this
time. In Document No. 330 dated 2zznd September 1616
addressed to Biddulph by Kerridge, Barker and Mittford at
Surat, Biddulph is advised to consult Asaf Kian -as to the
goods most likely to be in demand at the courf, because
Biddulph had reported in three earlier letters * the slow
sale of their glass-ware, strong waters, Spectacles, pros pective
&lasses etc. and depricated any further supply by

reason of a Venetians Store sold to Alsoph Chan (Asaf
Khan) .”

It is clear from the above document that Speciacles were
introduced by the agents of the East India Company into
‘Rajaputana as early as A.D. 1616 within 16 years since the
grant of the chdrter to this Company by Queen Elizabeth on
31st December 1600, It is for Hindi scholars to record any
references to spectacles in Hindi literature in Jehangir's
time. Some references to spectacles are likely to be found
in Persian sources of this period and I trust that scholars
conversant with these sources will record them, if they
feel interested in the subject of the present study.

(3) Before I record references to the use of Specta-
cles in Sanskrit and Marathi sources both before and
after A, D. 1600, I would like to invite the attention of
my readers to the following remarks of Dr. Albert
Neuburger on pp. 163-164 of his ¢ Technical Aris and
Sciences of the Ancients” (Eng. Trans. by H. L. Brose,
Methuen & Co., London, 1929 ) :—

In his account of the Glass-work of the Romans
Neuburger observes :— .

“““ Spectacles were not known in antiguity ; indeed, the
effects of concave and convex glass lemses had not ap.
parently been observed or they were not made use of.
The only report derived from antiquity concerning the use

. !
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properties resembled those of a glass lens, which instru-
ment may possibly have been known to the Hindus at the time
when this play was written. The following parallel sentiment
is from Bharirhari ii, 30 :— '

¢ gEadish T TE: ISTBR ARGRABF: |

SR g6 WEA-EA F weA M Y

( Translation :—“Since even the lifeless (stone )

beloved of the sun, when touched by its rays, burns; how
then can the man of spirit put up with an injury inflicted
by another 2" )

' We may compare the use of the sunstone® for
concentraiing sun’s rays (to a burning heat ) to the use of
“glass globes filled with water' used by Roman and Greek
shoe-makers for concentrating the lamp-iight.

- In the Astingahrdaya of Vagbhata '1I ( 8th or 9th
century A. D.) verse 42 of Chapter 30 of sutrasthana refers
to ﬁﬁéﬁ[’é{ $—

« FgrRAlNTgr AR RTeauiga: 1

> Here gasiq is mentioned as a means for producing

@ or heating of the skin for therapeutic purposes.

Hemadri explains gasia as WieF.2

1. I may note here the following verses about the Suryskunta
and Somalanta stones recorded in FRTAIEHFETIR (N: S. Press,
Bambay, 1911, page 228 ) compiled by K. P. Parab :—

“ QUHBEAT T0: TTF: GAEFAGAT T (B |
IR g AYATERT ATEATE T 1 &6 1
FNFEITGRSTA §ae: |
HESHFAANEGH J567 SFEAGAL N &S Uy,

g is called “ syRgarg ' ( Fire-stone ) in the following lines
on p, 82— ,

 HORRA A9 A% 391 RABC |

FrRTTaTET FET 5 At aad u re 0"
] 2. Hemacandra in his Abkidhana—Cintamani refers to @AFA
in the s (Verse 133—aimr: aiaty: quam_ ggiqe: ) He men-
+ tions the following classification of wEws according to F=EH —- .
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strongly hope that some scholar will undertake a quest
for the Surya-Kante with a view to correlating the literary
evidence about it with the archaological evidence, if any,
based on an examination of the ancient crystal beads
spherical or otherwise.

(5) Ihave already recorded evidence to prove the
importation and sale of foreign spectacles at Ajmer in
Rajputana in 4. D. 1616, by the agents of the East
India Company. Let us now see if Spectacles were introdu-
ced into India prior to A.D. 1616.1n this connection I
record the following evidence which clearly proves the use
of spectacles at Vijayanagar 100 years earlier than
A.D. 1616, when foreign spectacles were sold at Ajmer :—

Somanatha Kavi was a contemporary of Vydsardya the
great Madhva pontiff (A. D. 1446-1539). Somanatha
composed a biography of Vyasaraya called the Vydsayogi-
Carita (edited by B. Venkaba -Rao, M. A. Bangalore,
1926). 1n his very learned and critical Introduction, (p. CXX)
Mr. Venkoba Rao refers to the use of “ II@IFTNBF " by
Vyasaraya for reading a manuscript about 4. D. 1520 :—

“ When at the time of the abhiseka in about 1520 A.
P., as will be shown later, Sri Vyasaraya entered
Sr1 Krsnadevardya's court he was an old man. He must
have been 74 then. Somanatha describes that Sri
Vyasaraya then was looking at the lines of a book and
wore spectacles, from which great age could be inferred,
meaning that otherwise he was strong for his age i~

“ ETBRYERREIRG  geap@wmlEEl  FaaigEsd
ANFREIRERRRE 9IS MssaQu S aan o R
SRILEE I E by (Rl
(See p. 72 of Vydsayogicarita ) 1.

1. lam very much indebted to my friend and neighbour Mr.
S.T. Papu, B. A. for drawing my attention to the reference to the
ge of gudiea by Vyasaraya and take this opportunity of thanking
bim for his great interest in this problem.
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In the above Sanskrit passage we have the earliest
mention of the use of Spectacles at Vijayanagar Court about
4. D. 1520. The term 39694 &F is a very happy coin-
age to describe “Spectacles” with convex eye-glasses.
There is no word for “ Spectacles” in Sanskrit as spectacles
as such were unknown in India\ prior to the Portuguese
contact, We can postulate this:tentative conclusion till
some scholar points out a reference to the use of “Specta-
cles "’ prior to say A. D, 1400. i

. As regards the question about the source of the spect-
acles ( Fy@=m—aF ) used by Vyasaraya about 4. D. 1520
I may suggest that they were perhaps presented to this
influential pontiff by the Portuguese along with numerous
other presents which are referred to by Somanatha in the
following extract on p. 65 of the smaaif=Ra ( See p. LXVI
of Venkoba Rao’s Introduction):

« 59, The Portuguese knew Sri Vyasaraya very
well. Their ambassadors and principal men
appeared before Sri Vyasardya with presents

many times.’

¢ —mamcrmmanqmﬁq(a FREAME TS
"= > (p. 65.)

In view of the above direct contact of Vy&#saraya with
the Portuguese, we may be justified in presuming that the
spectacles used by Vyasaraya were imported into India by
the Portuguese about A, D. 1520, if not a few years carlier.

(6) We are now in a position to consider the origin
and history of spectacles in Europe as recorded in the
LEncyclopeedia Britannica (14th Edition, Vol. 13, p. 920}
The following points from this account are notc-worthy :—

(i) Pliny and others refer to glass spheres filled
with water, used as buining glasses.
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(i) E. Wilde ( Geschichte der Optik, 1838-43).
denies all knowledge of spectacle lenses to-
the ancients.

(iii) The first authentic mention of Jenses is that
by Meissner (A. D. 1366-80) who expressly
states that old people derive advantage jrom
spectacles.

(iv) Nicolas Bullet, a priest, in 4. D. 1282 used.
spectacles in signing an agreement.

(v) The first picture in which spectacles are shown
is of A. D. 1360 in Church of San Nicolo in
Treviso.

(vi) Ina Sermon on 23rd February, r3os Giordino
da Rivalto stated that ¢ i was only twenty years
since the art of making spectacles was dis--
covered. "’

(vii) The use of spectacles dates from a little prior-
to 4. D. rz8o.

(viii) Processes of making lenses were in use about-
4. D. r585.

A

If spectacles originated about A. D. 1250 in Europe-
and were in use there since this time, we can easily
account for the use of spectacles by Vyasardya at Vijaya-
nagar about A. D. 1520 as he was in contact with the
Portuguese, who must have presented these spectacles to
this guru of Krsnadevardya as a novelty from Europe.

« " (7) *I have already recorded evidence to prove the:
sale of foreign “ spectacles” at Ajmer in 4. D, 1616 and.
the use of “ Upalocana-golaka ( spectacles ) at Vijayanagar -
a(?out 4. D.1520. I shall now record some evidence‘from
the Marathi literature to prove the use of spectacles in the
Deccan in the 17th Century.

At present the name =y is current for “ spectacles”

in the Marathi language. In the Marathi Dictionary viz,.
! |
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Sabdffkos'a (by Date and Karve, p. 1180) this word i
- explained as follows :—
|-, fezali-di—(1) Weakness of eyesigh
developed at the age of forty.
(2) Age of 40 years.
(3) =mAT or spectacles.

Usage :~~Saint Ramadasa ( A. D. 1608-1682) refers !
zto =& in his Ddsabodha, Dasaka 3, Samisa 6 as follows :=
“ St Aifer tsrwrnRar o
IS @1 e
a1 Afq sE@E 1w o 7’
We have no means of knowing what kinds of spectacles
- {or I1=€l ) were known to Saint Riamadasa in the 17th
Century. Elsewhere in the Dasabodha i. e. in his section
on s@arEaREI  ( Dasaka 19, Samasa 1)* he instructs
. us to write manuscripts in middle-sized characters because
-manuscripts written in very small characters in one’s youth
will be of no use to one, in oldage ( owing to weak eye-
- sight developed with the advance of years). ' )
If spectacles were available in R&madasa’s time, why
- should he ask us to write in middle-sized characters ?
Perhaps the spectacles of his age were not of the perfect
variety to suit all kinds of short sight.
(8) Corresponding to the expression “Iq@iaTmes"
.( spectacles ) used by Somanatha Kavi about A, D. 1520 we
have the term “I3"="" now current in the Deccan. This
~term for “ spectacles ’’ was also current in the 17th and
18th Centuries as will be seen from the following quotations
~tecorded in the Sabdakosa ( p. 392 ) :— : L
1 " See p, 49 of ywzE gaagy, Loona, 1906. .
2 Ibid; p. 291—
* g FEAF TEOIOI |
TA[ A FFARGOI |
aeqy SRt wlt 1 FS qUES 1 go u

/

v
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The Marathi poet Famanapandita (A, D. 1636~1695)
-states that « the spectacles can see what the eyes cannot sce”

« 3§ | et 3901 S 2 ggRE
—— ( FurdiEF v, 33% )

Another Marathi poct Moropant ( A, D.1729-1794)
refers to WA= ( spectacles) in the following line :——
“ g Wl LduE IqHAH F vl gaE
— TN 3, 93

Inour search, for the history of speciacles inIndia
we have recorded references between A. D. 1500 and
1800. Any scholar can supplement thesc references by
-recording more references from the sources studied by him.

(9) In a rccent book * Feathers and Stones” by
Pattabbi Sitaramayya (Padma Publications, Bombay, 1946)
‘the following remarks? about spcctacles arc recorded :—

“ Rolled-gold spectacles and multi-coloured vulcanite
.or ebonite frames arc the modern reminders of Presbyopie
-and also Myopia, and not scldom of modern artistic taste
-claimed by the eyes and the nose and through them the
face. But Presbyopia is as ancicnt as man. Our elders
had excellent pebbles cut into double convex lenses to
serve the long sight that people generally suffer from after
forty. In Maharashtra it is known as Chaleesi (40) and the
Uria Chalesa (40). In Gujarati it is known as Betalan’
«(42) and in Andhra Chatwar (4th decade).”

~ Though Presbyopia? or Myopia® may be as ancient as
' man it is doubtful whether in the history of any country‘?f

—

1 Iam thankfal to Mr. 8. N. Savadi, B.A. (Hos.), my Senior
Cataloguing Assistant ab the B. O. R. Institute, for drawing my
:attention to these remarks. .

2 Presbyopia: Longﬁs;ightedness due to old age.
3 Myopia : Short.-sightedness. '

\

N
]



Ro GRENEs o fag-ge *

the world the use of spectacles in any form was known
prior to their discovery in Europe about A.D, 1250. T
would be extremely glad if any scholar brings to light any
conclusive evidence to prove the use of spectacles in India.
prior to about A. D. 1400.

(9) Inthe Zmperial Gazetteer of India, Vol X111, p. 462,
the manufacture of spectacles from quartz crystals is re-
ferred to as follows :— ‘

“Vallam Vaddkusetti, Town in Tanjore Taluk, 7 miles
from Tanjore,—Captured by the British under Joseph Smith.
in 1771—* The quartz crystals (pebbles) found here are
made into spectacles of which the natives think highly.”

This is really an indigenous manufacture of spectacles
in India current about A. D. 1886 when the lmperial Gazet-
teer was published but what is thc history of this manu--
facture ? I hope some South Indian scholar will enlighten

me on this point.

(10) In the India Office Document of 4. D.16r6 men--
tioned by me at the beginning of this paper reference is
made to “ prospective glasses”’ sold at Ajmer by the agents
of the East India Company. In the Peshwa Daftar selec--
tion No. 34, Letier No., rro, dated about A. D. 1738 there
is a reference to “gHiA TS or telescope used for naval re-
connoitring, In P. D. selection Vo, 32 there are references
to selescopes, watches, cups and saucers and other fancy
articles imported from Europe. P. D, 32 (Letter 106) refers
to a crude photographic camera bought from the English
(¢ e qIgA qEE FlEEa 92 gaesie ). Letter No. 105
dated 5-4-1773 refers to “gdiq” or telescope. Letter
No. 74 of 19-12-1766 refers to the use of a small
telescope ( g7 @2 ) by the Peshwa. All these referenccs
prove the importation of European articles in which /lenses
were used, from A.D. 1600 onwards. These references
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‘together with the reference to spectacles about A.D. 1520
-by Somanatha at Vijayanagar leads me to conclude that
-spectacles were unknown in India before the Portuguese
advent in the 15th century.

(11) In the History of dMedicine by Douglas Guthrie
{Thomas Nelson and Sons, London etc. 1946) we get the
Jollowing information about “ spectacles” :—

Page 114—Bernard de Gordon (C. 1285), another
student or teacher of Montpellier, contributed to
the garden of medicine by writing the Liliumn
Medicinae, which still exists in rarc manuscript
form. It contains the first description of a truss
and the first mention of spectacles. Some his-
torians have presumed, on account of his name,
that Bernard was a Scot, but it is now generally
believed that he was a native of the French
Town of Gourdon ™ (See L. Thorndike, 4 His-
tory of Magic and LExperimental Science, 6 Vols.
New York, 1923-1941, Vol. ii, p. 488).

Page 121~-Roger Bacon (1214—94).

ceeeesee’’ Being a man of means he was able to
spend large sums of money on experiments, and
he has been credited, rightly or wrongly, with
the invention of the felescope, the microscope,
the diving bell, spectacles and gunpowder, and
with the foretelling of aviation and mechanical
. transport.” ( See R. Steele, *“ Roger Bacon and
the state of Science in the Thirteenth century in
Singer's studies in History and Method of
Science ” 1921, Vol. ii, p. 73).

Pages 188-189 — ¢ The Early Microscopists — The
microscope, which enabled Malpighi to complete
the work of Harvey, was probably known to the
ancients, although the evidence is inconclusive,
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In its earliest form it consisted of a simple-
bi-convex lens. Roger Bacon first suggested the’
use of lenses as spcc.zf('clc\ , and a simple lens was.
used by Malpighi and also by Loeuwenhock. It

was Zacharius Jansen a spectacle-makcr of
Middelburg in Holland, who, about the year

. 1609 accxdentqlly discovered the principle of the

telescope and microscope. by placing two lenses
together in a tube., Galileo turned this inven-
tion to practical use, but the instrument remain--
ed merely a toy for some years.”

(12) In November 1946 I had some correspondence
about the history of spectacles with my friend Mr. A. N..
Gulati, M. sc. of the Technological Laboratory (Matunga,.

Bombay).

I record here gratefully the f{ollowing notes.

. from Mr. Gulati's letters :—

@

Dr. G. M. Findlay has published an article on:
“ the Dcbtof Medicine to Aicroscopy " in the

Journal of the Roval Microscopical Socicty,.
March and June 1940, pp. 36-40. Dr. Findlay's
observations are as follows :—

(a) * Lenses were first used even if they were not.

primarily invented, for a purcly medical pur--
pose—to overcome myopia, ”

(b) Roger Bacon (A. D. 1214-94) suggested the use

1I)

‘of such glasses for aiding defective vision. His-

suggestion was quickly put into effect for
Bernard de Gordon during his residence  as &.
physician at Montpellier from 1285-1307 refers:
to Speciacles as oculus dercllinus,

Findlay refers to magnifying segments of-
glass sphercs:.which were known to Arabiam
Physicist d/esen of Basra (965-1038.A. D.)

In an article entitled © Cur Racial Superiority

by Ethel J. Alpenfel puoblished in the Reader's
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Digest (September 1946) the author quotes T. T, .
Waterman (Zssays on dnthropology, University
of California Press, 1936) as having pointed out
that we are indebied to the Chinese for spectacles
too among thing like porcelain, gun-powder, .
printing  press, mariner's compass and paper
maney.

~

(III) Sencca, the tutor of Nero, the Roman Emperor
knew the magnifying power of hollow glass-
sphere filled with water.

(IV) The earliest lens found so far is from the ruins .
of the Palace of Nimrod of the City of Babel.

(13) Another friend Dr. H., Goetz, Curator, Baroda
Museum and Picture Gallery reported to me on 10-11-1946 -
that in the Jahangir Album published by Dr. Goetz and
Dr. Kuhnel, an artist af Akbar's later reign is reproduced
wearing spectacles. Subsequently on 23-11-1946 Dr. Goetz
sent to me a photo of the picture of Akbar's painter wear-
ing spectacles. 1 have great pleasure in recording here
my best thanks to Dr. Goetz not only for the trouble
taken by him in this matter but also for his appreciation
of many of my research papers bearing on the history-
of Indian culture and allied subjects.



9 Shivaji the Great's seal bearing the verse composed by
Kavindra Paramanand at the time of his coronation in which he
7ds said to be an incarnation of Vishnu and promising safety.

By Y.R. GUPTE, B. A., M. R. A. S, POONA.

~

At the instance of Sir Jadunath Sarkar and Rao Baha
.dur Sardesai, I have been editing the Sabhasad Bakhar, it
being the only connected and almost contemporary record
. of Shivaji's time. The Bakhar, as we all know, was written
-at Tanjore as directed by his son Rajaram Chatrapati.

The extant copies of the Bakhar can hardly be called
.copies from the registration point of view. We have only
to judge the method in vogue from the time of Rajaram
down to the time of the great Mutiny. Apparently officers
at important places such as Pratapgad, Karhad, Satara and
Mahad had in their possession one or two copies of the
origimal Sabhasad Bakhar. One man apparently read them
out and two, three or more scribes wrote the contents.
This accounts for the minor differences, inacuracies and
slight variations though the substantial information was
the same. Occasionally the scribes were interested in
omitting a few words or even lines derogatory to their
employer’s ancestors or were enthusiastic in addipg words
or a few lines eulogising them. Moreover as the time passed
on the names and places in distant provinces were forgotten
and similar or equivalent names or names replacing pos-
sible reading were substituted. When Modi letters were

difficult to be read j for na, ba for da and so on were
-freely written without making serious enquiries.

The copy before us of the Sabhasad Bakhar was pre-

sented to me at Karhad in 1928 by my friend the late
"6
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iamented Mir. Dadasaheb Dubal, Honourary Magistrite,
whose ancestors were related to Sakwarbai, Shahu Chhatraz
pati's wife. The fort of Miraj was in their possession
till it was wrested from them in the time of Madhavrao I
Two copics of this Bakhar could be traced in the recordd
of these Dubals, one being too fragmentary but containing
the important nccount of the struggle with Afzal Khan.
Another which I showed to the members of the B. 1. S M;,
some years ago and which I put before them now is almost
tomplete, onc or two pages at the beginning, one inthe
middle and the last two or three being missing.

Regarding the present Mss. and the scribes a few
observations must be made. The copy is made apparently
by Vithu Patil Lande ashis name is found at the top of page
34-and in 1857 as that vear is given at the top of page 35.
Another interpretation would be that it belonged to him in
that.year. The original or its first copy must be of absorb-
ing interest. But it is not forthcoming. Most of the copies
of the Sabha@sad Bakhar arc the 4th or the 5th copies. The

-strong point of the present Mss. is that the scribes are very
Particular in copying the words in Modi as they appeared
to them and not to have used their brains in correcting the
mistakes in the original. Perhaps they were incapable of -
doing so. Be that as it may, their ignorance in a way has
assisted us in correcting Rao Bahadur Sane’s text and
-other copies. )

My friend the late Mr. D. V. Apte had opined that+
“this Karhad copy would bec most useful at the time of
editing the Sabhasad Bakhar again, ‘But owing to pres-
sure of work, my long illness and the sudden death of
Mz. Apte, the-editing could not proceed. But some ex-
. tracts were quoted to prove that several mistakes in Rao
- Bahadur Sane’s and other editions could be corrected ' from
the text of this Mss. The other day Rao Bahadur Sardesal
-examined my copy and tried to’ read out the verse

9 -
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composed by Parmanand Kavishvar at the time of the
caronation of Shivaji for which he was amply rewarded.

From Jaipur letters we know that Parmanand was
detained at Dausa when carrying two elephants, twa
camels, one horse and pack bullocks. He expresséd his
desire to go to Delhi. No further news was avilable about.
the poet. (New History of India p.179). But now we
.have evidence to prove that he was alive at aﬁy rate till
the great coronation of Shivaji. The verse composed by
him was intended for the legend on the seal to be used on
It is in the Giti metre. The seal isdescrib-
ed as promising safety and Vishnu is said to be
born on earth in the form of Shiva. This description
is in keeping with the idea permeating through the Anu-
purana or the Shiva-Bharata composed by Kavishvar
Permanand of Newasa. The verse runs:—

SARAEYEIRIAIST @ ayfE |

Tt AHEl ISR S 09 0

re

the occasion.

Renders it, to Mr. Desai (R. D.) who translated
Shiva~bharat. “ This God Vishnu has himself taken
birth on this earth in the form of Shiva., This his seal
frightful to the whole earth, shines in all its brightness.”
I would translate the latter part as follows :—“This his seal,
promising safety to the terrestrial globe triumphs,”

The text of this Verse, as inacearately copied in the Rarhad copy of
xhe Sabhasad Bakhar, reads as follows :
off fageqor 1t SETAnT n
&g oy Ay 0 7T g
BT 93T | A ¥ YAIg FAR 07 1



10 Indore State Coinage
By D. B. DISKALKAR, Indore

~ This coinage is fairly well described by John Allan in
his Catalogue of the coins in the Indian museum, Calcutta,
 Vol. IV pp_315 ff. Even after an examination of the large
number of Indore State coins preserved in the Huzur
‘Jawahirkhana Indore, I have not been able to add much to
- what Allan has said. I could however see that the Huzur
. Jawahirkhana possesses a complete coinage of the State and
* that each type and variety of the coinage is represented by
a large number of coins, preserved there. The State seems
to have minted the coins continuously for about 137 years
_ Without the break of a single year from 1766 to 1903 when
* the State coinage was stopped under orders of the British
- Government.. The Indore state coinage, which was gene-
.. 1ally issued in silver, though sometimes in copper and very
‘Tarely in gold, can be easily distinguished from the coinage
- of other Indian States, generally by its symbol of the sun.
Why this symbol was selected by the Holkar family is not
- definitely known. The Holkar family was probably the
first among the several Indian States who began to issue
their own coinage during the waning days of the Mughal
‘Empe.rors though their coinage was adopted from that of
- the Mughal emperors, specially Shah Alam II. The Gwalior
State“— under Mahadji Sindhia seems to have followed the
~ Indore State. -Another interesting fact with the Holkar
- State coinage is as it.shows quite a large number of types
and .varieties, not generally found in the coinage of other
*Indian States. I described them here in chronological order.

1- Malharrao I—No doins seem to have been issued
- by Malharrao. Holkar ( died 1766 A. D.), the founder of the
fStffte as the earliest date. so far found on the Indore State - .
.Lolnage. is not earlier than A, H. 1181 or the the12th -
_ _ " 67- .

|
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regnal year of the Mughal Emperor Shah Alam IL - It thus

seems that Ahilyabai soon after her' accession begfm to
issue the coinage. - |

2 Abhilyabai ( 1766—1795 )—«Two types of silver coins
.were regularly issued every year by Abhilyabai from above
1761 A. D. (1181 A H.) to the end of her reign in 1795.
These coins are adopted from the type of coins of the
Mughal Emperor Shah Alam II. They do not bear the name
of Ahilyabai. That these coins are of the -Holkar family is to
be seen from the mention of the mint as Malharnagar or

Indore.
‘ (i) On one type of the cains (size 85, wt. 172 to 178
_ grains)
(1) On the obverse—the legend of Shah Alam'II
and the Hizri date all in Persian. ‘

(2) On the reverse—The face of the sun, Julus
date of the Emperor, the mint name
Malharnagar all in Persian and marks of
poppy plants or of an ear of carn of wheat.

. The earlier date found on this type is A. H. 1181.

This type introduced by Ahilyabai continued to be
jssued by the Holkar rulers regularly without the break of a
single year upto 1298 A. H. or to the end of Tukoprao I's,
reign.

_ Afew copper coins of the type assignable to Ahilyabai’s
reign are found.
" (i) On the other type (size 85, wt.172 to 174 grains)
(1) On the obverse—the legend of Shah Alam
11 and'the Hizri date,
(2) Onthe reverse—the Sivalinga and bilva-
“ patra, the Julus year of the Emperor, and
the mint name Malbarnagar, ail in Persian.
The earliest date of this type found is 11 [ 8+ ] AH.

Julus 14. i

.
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*These coins, which are popularly called Maheshva,
~coins do not seem to have been issucd by Ahilyabai for
currency but for religious purposcs. Her successors also
who continucd to issue them might have thisobject in view.

.3 Tukojirno I (1795-1797)—Hc continued to mint
every year both the above-mentioned types upto the end
- of his reign without mentioning hisown name on the coins

4 Yeshvantrao I (1797 to 1811 ).— X
(i) Yeshvantrao continued to issuc cvery year both
the above mentioned types upto the cnd of his

reign without mentioning his own name.

(ii) He alao issued two quite new types of silver
coins of a large size. He gives his name on these
coins for the first time.

(I) On one type—(size 1:03, wt. l74)onthe obverse is
a poetical banskrltlegcnd sfiggaeafgal ust SHaAl

3@25‘ TAMZISA A1 SIPIOF3 [AUS, IF e

On the reverse another poetic Sanskrit legend =il @eHi-
F TmaRiAieTgaTzagag: TRIT Readr gzw gladias.

The expression of #fig=sizia a1 RFE TEER AERISEAUT
RS AFIATT FeFL §ITW —— WA 939¢ used by the ruler on
the gains cash by him at Bhanpura in A. H. 1218.

, L'nere is only one coin preserved in the Huzur Jawahir-
khanu svhich shows another varicty of the type. It is of
the same size and weight and has on the obverse the same
Sunskrit. legend as the reverse of the above mentioned

variety viz. aarﬂrﬁnqﬂqm etc. But the date given bhere:
is the Hizri year 1221 given in Devanagari characters. The

- Sanskrit legend on the reverse is altogether dlfferent
At ds ol SfiArrEmatsmge EGICRG qABIIATAEG 1) HAEATEHIRT
ﬁ.ﬁ % This coin is not noted in Allan’s catalogue.

- (2) On.the other type—on the obverse is the Persian

legend of Mahammad Akbar I and the lerz‘ .

. year 1222
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On the reverse is the Persian legend contain-
mg the name of Yeshvantrao and the Julus year
2 of the Emperor.
Yeshvantrao had issued the coins with the Persian
legend rather in a larger number than he did the coins with
the Sanskrit legend.

, 5 Malharrao II {(1811-1833), 6 Martandraa (1834) and

7 Harirao (1834-1843) who succeeded Yeshvantrao continued
- only the type with the Sun face begun by Ahilyabai. No
coin of the type of the qulmga and bilvapatra is found
containing a date falling in the reigns of these rulers. It
seems, therefore, that the type was discontinued after the
end of the reign of Yeshvantrao 1.-

+8 Tukojirao II (1844-1886)
(i) The standard type w ith the face of the Sun
" begun by Ahilyabai was continued to be minted
every vear through out his reign, upto 1880 A.D.
though Tukojirao even does not give his name
- on the coin.
Coins of the standard type of the denomina-
tions of half rupee, quarter rupee and one-eighth
rupee seem to have been issued by Tukojirao IL
i Similarly copper pieces of the denomination of
half anna were also issued by him.
(ii) Silver coins of five quite new types were issued
by Tukojirao, two of which bear his own name.
(1) On the obverse cross-swords, Hizri date or
Shaka date and name of the ruler in Devanagari.
. On : the reverse a round Sunface, Devanagari
legend ‘sf SERsEEar.
(2) On the obverse Persian Iegend of Shah Alam II
and Hizri date 1296. On the reverse Sunface,
sword and sceptre; Sarmvat date 1941 and

Devanagari legend. sfiRa Az,
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£3) On the obverse wreath of leaves and flowers with
the word 5g1 in the centre ; Devanagari legend

‘AeF gmandian ' and the date Saka 1780 on
the reverse sunface and Devanagari. On the
reverse around the Sunface in the centre Deva-
nagari legend “AEOF e s,

In another varicty of the samec type issued
in thc same year the Devanagari legend is

‘AeFuReE 4w IS Jvce’

{4) On the obverse the word 7z inthe centre of a_
wreath made of six leaves and six ﬁow:zrs;
around legend in Devanagari (F@EL ARG
F71%'; Samvat date 1923 in Devanagari. On the
reverse the Sunface with rays in the centre;
around the legend in Devanagari, © sftaiaasiaz4
marEE and Saka date 1788 in Devanagari.

£5) On the obverse the word gziin the cenire

around Devanagari legend ‘Sifigudist FFIS T5%,
iizri date 1287 in Devanagari characters. On
the reverse Sunface in the centre; above sword
and lance crossed and mingled with two sprays;
around Devanagari legend “fagieRaAs g Te=d"
3T 933y, ,

9 Shivajirao Holkar (1886-1903)

The old standard type with the Sunface begun by

Ahilyabai and continued by all her successors upto Tukoji-

Tao 11, was stopped and two new types were issued.

(1) On one type-on the obverse two branches forming
& wreath ; the name of Shah Alam II in Persian. Onthe
-“Teverse Sunface in the centre; around Devanagari legend
- TS RsiRE 2wt Sarhvat dates 1952, 1953, 1954,
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. ; (2) On the other type on the obverse—bust of
Slumpmo around Devanagari legend “fida R wewe
AL gV 3 Sarhvat date 1956 in Dev‘mqgan. On the
reverse-—Coat of Arms of the Holkar State which were newly
introduced in this reign and are still current and the deno-
" mination in Devanagari. ¢ SR @ o $§ T OF Fw91

Quite-a large number of brand new coins of this
type are preserved in the Huzur Jawahirkhana. It seems

that they were not put in circulation after they were "

minted. The Administration Report of the Holkar State
for the year 1898~99 contains the following statement
which may be found useful in this connection—the silver
mint has been practically closed during the year although
only Rs, 57843 worn out coins had been melted and

reissued.

Copper pieces of this type, of the denomination of half

anna and quarter anna and dkze/a are found which bear the
V. S. years 1943-1945 and 1956, -

10 Tukojirao III—( 1903 )
As the Indore State coinage was discontinued in 1903
no coins were issued by H. H. Maharaja Tukojirao IIL
during his reign upto 1926. -
* 11 Yeshvantrao II (1926 )
Although Indore State coinage no longer exists a few
_ copper pieces of the value of half anne and quarter anna are
known to have been minted by H. H. Maharaja Yeshvant-
rao II, the present ruler in V.S.1992,1935 A. D. The
legend on-the obverse round the bust of the Mabharaja in
Bevanagari charaters is DTG R'ma IPEIEUT YFFX ARG, 5L
and on the reverse the date 3. & 333w and dag 9352
These coins were not put in circulation and are rarely

ta be. seen.



11 An Episode in the Life of Ramachandra Panta Amatya:.
By Dr. A. G. PAWAR, M.A., LL. B. (Bom.), Ph. p.,
(London), Bar-at-Law, Kolhapur.

One episode in the life of Ramachandra Panta Amatya
is practically still unknown. What was his attitude towards:
Shahu when the Iatter came down into the Deccan and
started a war with Tarabai? Was he wavering or steadfast.
in his services to Shivaji II? Did he have any share in.
the revolution which occurred in Kolhapur in 1714 and on
account of which Tarabai and her son were deposed and.
Sambhaji was seated on the throne ? These are rather big,
questions and they cannot be satisfactorily answered till
adequate material is made available. Merely an attempt is.-
made here and tentative answers are suggested mainly in.
the light of some new evidence. :

Rao Bahadur Sardesai takestheview that Ramachandra
Panta maintained a neutral attitude during the “suicidal”
wars! between Shahu and Tarabai. As regards the revolu--
tion in Kolhapur, no one has so far suggested that Rama-
chandra Panta had had anything to do with it. Let us:
discuss these two questions mainly in the hght of some new
material which I have been able to collect.

Rao Bahadur Sardesai believes that though Rama-
chandra Panta sympathised with the cause of Shahu he still.
stuck to the party of Tarabai.? That Ramachandra Panta
remained on the side of Tarabai, is quite true. But was he:
" allloyal? It is surprising that Rao Bahadur Sardesai has.

TR 111511 a.mnc:?wne AN I9T Tg GUG AWl en HATASL
SAMIA 2097 AT 4 W W ev4r AGOOTE! [Fary GAH AL AT WG AT
AR T Tl

. Marathi Riyasat, New ed., Rajuram p. 156.
2 Idem p, 154.
10 73
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-not fully utilised the document to which he has alluded
in his book3. It is a singularly important document because
it contains the terms offered by Ramachandra Panta and
.Shahu’s reply to them. Remachandra Panta asks for several
~things on his own behalf and on behalf of some others, and
-zShahu accepts all those terms if Ramachandra Panta would
go over to him. As this document is not known to many,
I have reproduced it in Appendix No. 1 to this article.

Why was this document ever drawn ? Can any one
who reads it take the view that Ramachandra Panta either
“kept himself aloof in the wars between Shahu and Tarabai
-or steadfastly and loyally stuck to the side of Tarabai?
. Ramachandra Panta, obviously with a view to desert Tara-
bai and join Shahu makes certain demands which are
accepted by Shahu. “Everything’’, writes Shahu in his own
hang, “shall be done as is mentioned in this paper. There
:shall be no default. We shall act our part when you join
us. We take an oath that we shall do what we have
promised”.¢ A document containing such solemn declarad-
vtions cannot be lightly treated.” Itshows that the nego-
tiations between Shahu and Ramachandra Pandita had
arrived at a decisive stage and that Ramachandra Panta was
expected to go over to Shahu. The first step in the betrayal
was taken by Ramachandra Pandita ; but, then, why did he
not actually desert Tarabai ?

In the absence of some conclusive evidence it is not
possible to give a complete answer to this question. Yet

. another equally important document, which is reproduced
in Appendix No. 2 to this article, will provide an accept-
able amswer. This is a grant by Shivaji II to Ramachandra
Panta Amatya. A comparison between what Ramachandra
Panta had asked from Shahu and what he got from Shivaji

et

8 Jdem pp. 155-56.

4 See Appendix No, 1; last few sentences are all in Shahu’s
own handeriting.
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Panta are of an earlier period, and since the contents of the:
two documents are strikingly identical, one can draw the
conclusion that, because Ramachandra Panta got from Shivaji
what he asked for, from Shahu he did not have any occasion
to change sides. One even suspects that the fear of
Ramachandra Panta’s desertion may have goaded.Shivaji IF
to make the grant of Aug. 1, 1714,

But did Ramachandra Panta remain perfectly loyal at
least after this grant ? A political revolution occurred in
Kolhapur about the end of August or beginning of Septem-
ber, 1714, that is, soon afterthe date of the above mentioned
grant. Tarabai and her son were depased from power and
Sambhaji was seated on the throne. This event in the
history of the Marathas is still shrouded in a complete
mystery. What were the causes of this revolution ? Who
were mainly responsible for it ? These and many other
questions still remain unanswered. What we are concerned
with here, is the part which Ramachandra Panta may have .
played on this occasion. Itis difficult to assume that &

; Person of his position and importance did, or could, remain
& mere spectator of the events, Many things suggest that
he might have played such a part by which he won' the favour
0{ the new king. For one thing, the revolution did not
disturb his official position. He continued to function as
fxmatya HUkumatpan.ah even under Sambhaji. Some grants;
;0% Wwere made to him and to his relatives.s But -more
;I:rportant than this circumstantial evidence is an indirect &
timzn;::t;c; ‘::é-ltha}machanfira Panta must have done at the
the Viceroy o; ‘égtlftm.“ It is a Portuguese letter written by
of Sambhaj; 01? I; Ramc/zand,;a Pandit Amatya, subjec

» 08 Dec. 11,,17147 The Viceroy says that

————

6 See Bavade Do
: €8 DLavade Dafigy
P, 219, Seq. !tfm.

T drguito Poys .
Letter No? 89. origues Orzemal, Tomo I, Volume III, Parte 11,

1

et

Vol.1. T. 166. Seq., and Vol 2
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APPENDIX No. I
TEH TG -
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